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THE 


| PRESENT STATE 


OF THE 


Britis Army in Flanders. 


Camp at Menin, Sept. 19. 


F OR the laſt two days and nights we have been ex- 
poſed to an inceſſant rain, which we fear may have bad 
effects, as many of the tegiments are uncovered, and 
thoſe that have a ſufficient number of tents, are entirely 
unprovided with ſtraw to lie upon. Till now we have 
been tolerably healthy ; but if this wet weather continues, 
our Generals muſt either put the army into winter quarters 


or half of it will be unfit for ſervice. What adds to the 


misfortune is, that numbers of the men left their blankets 
behind them, in our ſudden retreat in the night from 
Dunkirk. 


The horſes have ſuffered much. For two or three days 


after the retreat, they were almoſt entirely without 
| forage ; 


(=&-) - 


forage ; and moſt of their backs are galled by the conſtant 
preſſure of the ſaddle, as ſometimes the troops have been 
obliged to remain mounted, not only in the day-time, 
but during the whole night. 


Our ſick and wounded are ſent to Bruges. Many of 
the poor fellows who were not dangerously hurt, periſhed on 
the road for want of attendance. I do not mention this 
with any intention of blaming the ſurgeons —1I am con- 
vinced they did their duty to the beſt of their power; but how 
could they attend to every individual, when the waggons 
containing the wounded, formed a line of at leaſt two miles? 
There was one loſs which we muſt regret, becauſe it might 
have been avoided. This was a waggon of ſick men, left 
by ſome accident on the ſands near Nieuport, between 
high and low water mark. On the flood making up, all 
thoſe wha could not move were drowned. 


Of the wounded there are not quite two hundred 
Engliſh. The reſt are chiefly Hanoverians, who, form- 
ing the army of obſervation, bore the brunt of all the 
battles. There are now in Nieuport, four Hanoverian 
regiments, which conſiſted of near 1000 men, and now the 
Four do not make more than 700. There is in one of 
them an officer, who has to lament the loſs of THREE 
BROTHERS killed in the laft engagement! 


We have been told by the priſoners, that when they 
attacked the Hanoverians, they had three reliefs; and theſe 
bodies were brought ſucceſſively to the charge. This 
accounts for their ſuperiority, and for the great carnage. 
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The. dead lay in ſuch heaps, that they were abliged ſometimes 
to tap and move the bodies aſide, to let the columns paſs. The 
French at firſt took General FxEYTAG's army for 
Engliſh, becauſe they wear red. The chief diſtinction 
conſiſts in the yellow ſaſhes of the Officers, ours, as you 


know, being crimſon, 


Some blame the Navy, and others the Ordnance, for 
not being ready ta co-operate with us at the ſtipulated 
time; but after all the delays we ſhould have taken the 
place, if the army of obſervation had been ſtrong enough 
to repel HoucHarD. There are ſame wha even blame the 
retreat. an Officer of rank has declared, that whoever ad- 
vi ſed it deſerves — (what I de not chuſe to mention; ] and 
that with the artillery alone, he would have maintained 
the poſt againſt the whole French army. 


Sept. 20. 

A State Paper, or a Court Gazette, are here, as in 
England, conſidered with the ſame reſpect as © proofs of 
holy writ,” and like theſe laſt, they require a commentary. 
It may appear extraordinary to many perſons, who read 
the Bruſſels accounts, that the French, however ſucceſsful 
at firſt, are always beat back towards the cloſe of an 
action. The truth is, that in this war of poſts, now 
carried on between the Allies and the French, the in- 
curſions of the latter are generally made to harraſs or 
plunder; and as ſoon as they have accompliſhed their 
object, they retire of courſe. 


Moſt of the attacks made on the ſeveral points laſt 


week by the French, were falſe ones, to cover the real 
attacks 
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attacks againſt the Duke of York's army, and the corps 
under the Prince of Ox AN E. Theſe they thought the 
moſt vulnerable; and in both, they were but too ſucceſsful. 
T know not what account the Dutch will publiſh of their 
affair on the Toth, and the ſucceeding days; but of this I 
am aſſured, that their army is annihilated for the remainder 
of the campaign. T he few of their Officers and men that 
are to be found, are deſtitute of almoſt every thing. The 
remnant that was ſaved was carried into Ghent. 


Among their loſſes was that of the Caiſſe Militaire, 
or military cheſt, with a treaſure that muſt have been 
very acceptable to the ſans culottes.— Prince W ALDECK is 
certainly taken priſoner, and the Hereditary Prince of 
Orange is miſſing.— Prince FxzpeRick paſſed through 
Bruges, on the 13th, wounded, to Sluys. 


Oftend, Sept. 19. 
We find that the loſs of the Dutch at Menin, on the 
roth was greater than at firſt reported. —The Prince of 
WALDECK, the ſecond Prince of that name whom they 
have loſt in the preſent war, is miſſing. The Prince of 
Orange was certainly wounded, A great number of Dutch 
officers and men were killed and wounded, 


Sept. 16. 
Furnes has been evacuated—and is faid at this moment 
to be in poſſeſſion of the French. There is a ſmall 
garriſon of Hanoverian grenadiers left at Nieuport, which 
is not capable of defence, if attacked by artillery. What 
is extraordinary, and may appear a little myſterious is, 


that 
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that the people of Nieuport have actually ſhut their gates 
and refuſed admiſſion to thoſe of Furnes. 


All the ſtores that did not fall into the hands of the 
enemy have been either re- ſnipped at Nieuport or moved 
farther into the country.— The principal depots at preſent 
are at Ghent and Bruges. The latter is alſo the head- 
quarters of the ſick and wounded, though there are but 
too many in moſt of the neighbouring towns, 


At this moment we underſtand that the French are ad- 
vanced half way between Furnes and Nieuport. The 
Baillent, or Chief Muncipal Officer of Oſtend, has 
thought prudent to diſappear, as this town now lies at the 
diſcretion of the French, whenever they think proper to 
attack it. 


Yeſterday a further re-inforcement of 2000 men arrived, 
and were inſtantly marched, without being ſuffered even 
to wait long enough to refreſh themſelves, to join the 
army: and this morning about fifty barges, full of hay 
and other forage, were ſent up the canal to Bruges, 
From this it does not appear to be the intention for the 
preſent at leaſt, to move forward and regain the ground 
that is loſt, 


It was reported to-day, that the French have ſuffered a 
check from the Auſtrians and the Dutch at Menin; of 
the truth of this we know nothing : but this we unfortu- 
nately know to a certainty, that the communication with 
Courtrai is cut off, and that valuable town is now poſſibly 


in the power of the French. 
The 
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the reduction of Mauberge, Landrecy, Bouchain, and 


, 


The army, it may be ſuppoſed, is not well ſatisfied : 
but in the anguiſh of their diſappointment and diſtreſs, 
they know not who to blame. The difficulties under 
which they-labour are truly pitiable. Scarcely can even 
the officers obtain the neceſſaries of life; and many of 
them are without a change of linen. What then muſt 
muſt be the ſituation of the poor ſoldiers? Tn the bri- 
gade of guards, which we may conclude to be as well 
provided at leaſt as the others, there is only one tent to 
every ten men ; and they have not a ſingle truſs of ſtraw 
to ſave them from entering into contact with the cold, 
damp ground. Add to this the preſent heavy rains, and 
then conceive what ſickneſs and mortality may cloſe the 
miſeries of the preſeut campaign [ 


The country people ſhew no alacrity or willipgneſs to 
ſupply the army. Almoſt the whole of Weſt Flanders is 
diſaffected, and its inhabitants anxious again for the arri- 
yal of the French. In theſe circumſtances, it was unfor- 
tunate that the Auſtrians could not be led into the plan of 
the Britiſh Cabinet, and that there was not a perfect cor- 
reſpondence and co-operation between the two armies. 


But, as in moſt alliances, the ſeveral parties were biaſſed 


to the purſu t of their own intereſts ; while the Eogliſh 
and the Dutch had for their principal object the poſſeſſion 
of Weſt Flanders, and the frontier towns of France in 
that quarter, the Impexialiſts wiſhed to ſecute to them- 
ſelyes a barrier, to protect Brabant, to coyer their winter 


cantonments, and to form a chain with their poſſeſſions in 


the county of Luxembourg. This they hope to effect by 


Cambray, 
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Cambray, in addition to Conde, Valenciennes, and Queſ- 
noy, which they have already. 


Tueſday, Sept. 17. 

The packet arriving on Sunday from Dover, brought 
the official accounts of the late operations ; which, from 
their inaccuracy and confuſion of dates, appear to have 
been written in extreme haſte. There “ unqueſtionably” 
could have been no intention to miſrepreſent facts, or 
even to extenuate misfortunc—ſuch artifices we leave to 
the French and to the Bruſſels Gazettes. Yet certainly 
the people of England would derive but little information 
from what has been publiſhed with the ſignature of Sir 
James Murray. But we are told, that all the official 
letters are garbled at the Secretary of State's office. It is 
to be hoped, however, that you will not be too critical in 
ſcanning lines written perhaps with precipitation on the 
drum-head ; and that you will give the Britiſh troops 
credit for having repulſed the enemy in all their ſallies, 
though they were obliged to retreat on the night of the 
8th, when the enemy made the laſt ſortie. 


The truth, which it cannot be improper for you to 
know, nor, as far as I can fee, for me to declare ( what- 
ever they may think at the Secretary of State's office) is, 
that the French are too ſtrong for us in this quarter, and 
that their great ſuperiority of numbers forced us to giye 
way. It perhaps was not conſidered, that the garriſon of 
Dunkirk could be reinforced to any amount, as it never 
was inveſted all round, and as the communication was 
conſtantly open with Bergues and Gravelines, and from 

them 
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them with the camp of Caſſel. This enabled the Com- 
mandant in Dunkirk to harraſs us with inceſſant allies. 


The Gazette ſays, that a part of the ſtores provided 
for the ſiege were left behind. I think it would be very 
difficult to ſay what part was ſaved. Not merely the bat- 
tering guns, but the gunpowder, ſhot and ſhells, entrench- 
ing tools, wooden platforms, &c. with the forage, moſt of 
the proviſions, and all the bread, except what the ſoldiers 
could carry away, were neceſſarily abandoned: fo that 
another fortnight or three weeks at leaſt muſt elapſe be- 


fore we can have a freſh ſupply of thoſe articles from . 


Woolwich, if it ſhould be determined to renew the 


ſiege. 


The fire of the gun- boats did the moſt miſchief. It is 
unlucky that this ſhould happen, our naval forces being ſa 
greatly ſuperior to the French. 


On this occaſion, as well as on thoſe that have been 
more fortunate, the Britiſh troops have diftinguiſhed 
themſelves for their alacrity and ſpirit. 


The attack of the French ſeems to have been general, all 


along their frontiers. - On the 13th they fell upon the Au- 
ſtrians in the camp of Ciſoing: The only account we have 
of this. affair is from Bruſſels, and of courſe is not to be relied 
en. This account ſtates, in general terms, that the 
French were beaten. 


The 
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The Hanoverians acted with coolneſs and reſolution. 
His Majeſty's Electoral troops, while they are equal in 
diſcipline and military merit to the other Germans, are 
exempt from that rapacious barbarity which is ſhewn by 
moſt of them, and moſt particularly by the Auſtrians. 
As Colonel MoncrieFs lay upon the ground, on the 
6th, wounded mortally, but ſtill ſenſible, ſome wretches 
belonging to one of the Imperial corps robbed him of his 
watch and money ; and, not content with this, ſtripped 
him of his epaulettes, and taking the white buttons on his 
breeches for ſilver, actually cut them all off. The Indians, 
© whom we call ſavages, have leſs cruelty; for they do not 
0b their own people, and they give their wounded cap- 
tive the coup de grace before they proceed to ſtrip him. 


i 


Some predatory incuſions have been alſo made by the 
2 Auſtrians towards Cambray and Peronne ; theſe partial 
actions, whether ſucceſsful or otherwiſe, contribute but 
little to decide the fortune of the war. They are moſt 
politic on the part of the French, who, themſelves almoſt in- 
Lexhauſiible, by thus harraſſing, waite the number of their 
enemy, and leave the reſt to the ravages of time and dif- 


Reaſle, 


Their loſs, indeed, has been but inconſiderable, when com- 
dared with that of the Allies. The Hanoverians alone, 
you may be aſſured, notwithſtanding the returns in the 
Gazette, have been diminiſhed by not leſs than ſeven or 
eight thouſand men. One regiment in Nieuport has 
zonly an enſign and about ſixty men left out of ſeven hun- 
dred, with thirty officers, and that enſign is wounded. 
IVedneſday, 


) 


Wedneſday, Sept. 18. 
The garrifon of Nieuport is reinforced with the re- 
mains of four Hanoverian battalions, ſo weakened in the 
kte engagements as to be unable to keep the field. Furnes | 
ia ſtill occupied by the French, who are {till in very great 
force. 


From the ſituation of the armies, as well as from intel- 
ligence that had been 1eceived, a GENEKAL ENGAGEMENF 


was expected this morning. A heavy and inceſſant rain 
has perhaps adjaurned the conteſt, Our troops are in 
good ſpirits, notwithſtanding their late loſſes, byt the Ha- 
x6verians have been ſo cut to pieces, that anly fix regiments | 


are in & condition to keep the field. 


This day three tranſports arrived with the 27th regi- | 


went from Jerſey. A further reinſorcement is bourly 
aud auxioufly expected. 
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THE FOLLOWING 1s THE 


FRENCH ACCOUNT 


tel- | OF THE SAME BUSINESS. 


© | 
ain 2 | 
in 
ba, | 


ents I Letter frem the Adminiſtrators of the Diſtrict of Bergnes 20 
their Colleagues at Dunkirk. 


gi- i & Bergues, Sept. 8, Afternoon. 
uly Fre Orr poſition, with reſpect to the enemy, becomes 


more and more advantageous; our troops this morning 
continued their march towards Hondſchoote, where the 
nemy had entrenched themſelves up to the chin. Aftet 
moſt vigorous firing, which did great execution, it is 
his moment reported, that the brave Gendarmerie, by 
ain force, leaped into the trenches, armed with theit 
bayonets; nothing could reſiſt the intrepidity of out 
roops. Every thing was carried before them; cannon, 
daggage, and a great number of officers and Engliſh 
oops fell into our hands. 


ce It is this moment announced, that in the route about 
hoo emigrants have been ſurrounded ; we can ſcarcely 
redit the number to have been ſo conſiderable z we expect 
THE She confirmation of this intelligence, Priſoners are con- 
tinually 


WS 


tinually coming in; our troops have likewiſe taken a 
quantity of gun-carriages, a moveable forge, and other < 
ſtores and implements belonging to the enemy.” * a 

r 


P. S. When this letter was ſealed, 400 priſoners were 
brought into the city, and it is announced that as many 


more are on their way, There paſſed this moment a 23 
body of between fix and ſeven thouſand men, conſiſting of 1 
cuiraſſiers, troops of the line, flying artillery, &c. they are © 
marching towards Furnes.“ t 
0 
t 
The Council General of the Commune of Dunkirk to the Mayor f 
and Municipal Officers of Gravelines. 3 
1 
« Dunkirk, Sept. 9. 

« WE mentioned to-you in our diſpatches of yeſterday 
evening and this morning that the enemy had juſt ſtruck Y tt 
their. camp. They proceeded during the night precipi- Y I 
tately towards Furnes, and abandoned a conſiderable b 
quantity of their baggage. The reports brought down to d 


the preſent moment ſtate, that there have been found in 

their camp, and along the dyke of Furnes, a prodigious ? 

quantity of warlike ſtores, of which the following are the u 
principal articles :;— | 


« Fifty-two thouſand bags of earth, 8oo chevalets for 
flying bridges, a prodigious quantity of planks, 800 bar- 
rels of powder, 41 pieces of cannon, moſt of them bat- 

terjng 


Dor 


1 


tering cannon, 6000 twenty-four pound balls, a great 
quantity of muſkets, tumbrils, forges, ſhovels, pickaxes, 
&c. &c. 60 oxen, a great quantity of forage, and a vaſt 
number of other articles, too tedious to enumerate, 


<« The celerity with which the enemy decamped is a 
a proof of the terror with which the operations of General 
Houchard had inſpired them. We are informed that part 
of the army of that General are on their march to cut 
them off beyond Furnes. 


« We ſaw enter our city, about ten o' clock, a column 
of 10,000 men, who reſted on the glacis of the valley, on 
the ſide of the barrier of Leſtran : they again ſet off about 
four o'clock in the afternoon, in purſuit of the enemy. 
We hope they will be able to cut them off at Furnes, or 
in its neighbourhood. 


*The entrenchments of the enemy, the numerous bat- 
teries, the favourable ſituation of the downs and woods of 
Rozendal gave them ſuch ſtrength, that it would have 
been neceſſary to ſacrifice more than 10,000 men to 
diſlodge them. 


The preparations of the enemy ſufficiently proved to 
us that they wiſhed to inſpire us with terror by a bom- 
bardment, and to carry the town by eſcalade. An officer 
this moment informs us of the arrival of a body of 3000 
men from the army of the Rhine,” 


Letter 
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« AT laſt the wiſhes of the Nation are fulfilled : Duns 
Kirk bas ns longer before its walls the foldiers of Ty- 


fanny; the attack of the village of Hondfchoots, which 


became a battle of the moſt important conſequence, ter- 
tinted in the complete route of the enemy. Tn the Hight 
between the 8th and gth (ſeeing that ve were maſters of 
Hondſchoote) they made their retreat from before Dun- 
Kifk at rhidhight ; it was indeed time, for General Lan- 
art entered Dunbeirk at five cock to join the brave garz 
Nſon, and give them battle. If this reinforcement had not 


deem ſuffeienty I ſhould have gone thither in perſot with 


10, 0 men; and renewed the battle the ſame evetiifig ; ; 
they ſaved the ſoldiers of the Republic this trouble, art 
retreated towards Furnes, leaving in our poſſeſſion their 
eannom and anfiunition, of which a return is here fub- 
joined; This retur w had not been received by the Ms 
nifter at War when Joner COW 3 
C3) ein or 421507 eil 2: OE SW 
Never was. victory more 8 nor muri * Mp2 
rited. © The troops of the Republic behaved in general 
with the grateſt vaſbur. I WIIl give you the details ſome 
other time, for av preſent I am greatly preſſed, — 
fee erte ive nor yer aM welt | "wy 
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